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CIRCULAR LETTER C-16

TO: Supeiinterdents of Schools

Principals of High Schools
FROM: Theodore S Sergi, Commissioner of Educaton
DATE: April 7, 2000

SUBJECT: Advanced Placement Courses: Connecticut Continues a Great Job!

Enclosed dea® find aur latest report to the Sate Board of Educaton on Connecicut paticipaton in
the Advanced Pacement (AP) programs.

As a sate, we $ould take great prde in our overall growth in AP ard the new @portunities for
many more sudents. In addition, please note the following special commendations

High participation rates. Farmington High, Fitch Senior High (Groton), HamdenHigh School,
Conard High (West Hartford), Hall High (West Hartford), Staples High (Westport), Weston High
ard Jel Barlow High (Regon 9);

AP program growth: Cheshire High, Farmington High, Glagonbury High, Fitch Senior High
(Groton), HamdenHigh, Middletown High, Seymour High and Joel Barlow High (Region 9);

AP emerging program growth: Berlin High, Nathan Hale-Ray High (East Haddam), Weaver High
(Hartford), Maloney High (Meriden), Montville High, Plainville High, Thomadon High, Windsor
Locks Hgh ard Northwesern High (Regon 7);

Starting new AP programs (in the pasftfive yeas). Bolton High, Bassick High (Bridgepart),
Harding High (Bridgepott), East Granby High, East Haven High, East Windsor High, Cooperative
High (New Haven), High School in the Community (New Haven), Hyde Leadership School (New
Haven), Wheekr High (North Stonington), Westbrook High, The Bridge Acaderny ard The Gilbert
School.

Inits March 13, 2000,issue, Newswveek magazne listed Farmington High among the 100 lest high
schools. Their criterion was e rumber of AP and International Baccdaureae exams takenin May
1999 dvidedby the estimated number of June 1999 gaduaés. Ontheir website,
(www.newsweek.com), Hall High and Canard High (Weg Hartford), Staples High (Wedport),
Pamperaug Hgh (Regon 15) ard Darien High were also listed among the tgp 500 hgh schools.
Had Newsweek used actud graduaes, then Ftch High (Groton), Weston High, Joel Barlow High
(Regon 9) ard Lewis S. Mills High (Regon 10) would have been listed.
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Includedin the Board report is our corregponderce of 199798to help ansver the quesion, “Why
not more?’ The dort arsweris. thereisno good rea®n not to do a bt more — e\erywhere.

Please ememberthat the stte is agan funding ane-week summer courses,free d charge, at Certral
Southern, Eastern ard Westem Conrecticut State Uniersities, ard that the Taft Schoal in
Watertown runs anextensve program for new ard veteran AP teacters. For further information
alout these carsesor AP courses n general, contact Jeane.Purcdl@po.state.ct.us

Why not addone rew course peryear? — for the rext five yeass! Set a goal that every studen
headng for calege $ould take d leas one AP or equivalent course.

Thank you.

TSS:ppa
Enclosure



